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Overview:  

“Bridging the Divide" follows an anthropologist and her Tajik host father, 

Shirinbek, on a journey across the border into Afghanistan.  This is the first time 

that Shirinbek has visited this Afghan village, one that he can see from his house 

in Tajikistan. As Shirinbek explores the place, he meets with relatives he knew 

about but had never previously met.  In following Shirinbek's journey, "Bridging 

the Divide" explores how human beings can be bridges, building connections 

based on a shared humanity without dissolving certain social and 

political differences that continue to be maintained. 

 

We hope to help teachers utilize the film as a resource to teach pluralism—that is, 

building bridges and connections by challenging students’ preconceived notions. 

Moreover, we hope students become more aware of their own pre-conceived 

notions, ethnocentrism, self-entitlement and feelings of superiority towards other 

cultures. We anticipate students will have opportunities to feel gratitude, 

humility and apply empathic conversations towards other peoples. Ultimately, 

students should be inspired to bridge divides they will identify within their own 

communities, societies and world.  

 

Appropriate for: 12-17 years old 

 

Time requirements: 110 minutes 

 

Resources: 

Drawing supplies (paper, color pencils) 

Genetic lottery sorting website (check 2a) 

Film-guide worksheet 

Bridging the Divide PowerPoint 

 

Procedure: 

Note: this procedure is paralleled by the order of the PowerPoint 

1. Students will draw an illustration of what comes to their minds when they 

think of “Muslim,” “Ismaili” OR “Afghani” whichever prompt teachers 

find more appropriate. The prompt should be selected based whichever 

potentially encourages your students to demonstrate preconceived 

definitions/stereotypes.  This will come handy during discussions after the 

movie. (10 minutes) 
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2. The teacher will begin by conducting a genetic lottery—placing students 

in random countries of birth based on chance. Students will be given 

unfettered opportunities to react to the lottery. We anticipate student 

reactions will demonstrate ethnocentrism, self-entitlement and feelings of 

superiority towards other cultures. During the lottery, the teacher should 

NOT comment or discourage this behavior. Rather, these reactions should be 

privately written by the teacher for later discussion. (10 minutes) For 

instructions for random student placement, check point 2a. 

 

2a. Similar to the sorting hat in Harry Potter, students will come to the front 

of the class. The teacher can have fun with this by placing a hat on the student 

while the website below randomly generates different countries of birth. 

We’ve created an account, and curated a list of countries for random 

distribution. The teacher needs to login and click on the icon to the right  

  

Website: 

http://www.superteachertools.us/instantclassroom/?groupid=7673 

Login: BridgingD@gmail.com 

Password: PublicAccess 

 

2b. Even more simply, teachers can enter the site below for the sorting-hat 

lottery. The webpage will shoot out random countries of birth (just hit the 

refresh key) based on population percentages!  

https://cdn.rawgit.com/wackywendell/ba66995a02434f909fd0/raw/ae4c717474

a867ecee4e4e51ead621bb0b45faec/country.html 

 

 

3. Following the lottery activity, the teacher will lead a discussion on 

students’ reactions. For example, if a student says, “oh no, I’m going to 

have to eat dog in China!”—students will have to analyze the source of 

their reactions and attitudes. Where did they get the idea that eating dog 

is normal in China? How might someone in China react to playing this 

game and being placed in the United States? Why do people have 

different ways of life (cultures, values, etc.)? Can these differences be 

valuable? How so? Did anyone have a positive reaction to being born in a 

different birthplace? (15 minutes) 

 

http://www.superteachertools.us/instantclassroom/?groupid=7673
http://www.superteachertools.us/myclassroom/
http://www.superteachertools.us/myclassroom/
http://www.superteachertools.us/myclassroom/
https://cdn.rawgit.com/wackywendell/ba66995a02434f909fd0/raw/ae4c717474a867ecee4e4e51ead621bb0b45faec/country.html
https://cdn.rawgit.com/wackywendell/ba66995a02434f909fd0/raw/ae4c717474a867ecee4e4e51ead621bb0b45faec/country.html
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4. At the end of the discussion, students will be introduced to the topic of the 

day—becoming aware of our “preconceived notions” towards the “other”. 

Why do we have preconceived notions and how can encourage pluralistic 

attitudes (compassionate, accepting, engaged with difference). (5 minutes) 

 

5. The teacher will tell the students, “we do not know much about the 

world—about the millions of different cultures in the world. But if we 

understand them better, we’ll be open-minded and more pluralistic 

(teachers may have to define the term for students). In turn, this 

knowledge, may lead to a more peaceful world. Moreover, we’ll find 

value in our own lives by understanding others.  One such culture we 

should try to understand is of Muslims—today we’ll look at Tajikistan in 

particular”. (Alternatively, if you have students who are Muslim, you can 

ask them to understand the various cultures of Muslims around the 

world. In particular, Tajik Muslims.) (5 minutes) 

 

6. During the documentary, students will be asked to consider a number of 

questions that will be discussed afterwards (slide 6) (worksheet “film 

guide”) (45 minutes) 

 

7. Once the documentary is over, students will compare their own 

illustrations created during the warm-up activity at the beginning of the 

lesson with the characters in the movie. Afterwards, students will be led 

through a discussion of the film-questions on slide 6. (10 minutes) 

 

8. Then we’ll read a story called, “Thanks Dad”. This will help transition to 

our final activity on gratitude. (5 minutes) 

 

9. Students will end with a reflection on what aspects of life in Tajikistan 

they like or are envious of.  (5 minutes) 


